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Thank You, Nakajima
~PEBROHR T AN~

After nearly five years, the time has come for me to say goodbye to Nakajima Village, a place that has truly become my second home.

Coming to Japan was the first time | had ever left Australia. | was nervous and overwhelmed. | didn' t know the language, the
customs, or what to expect. But from the very beginning, the people of Nakajima welcomed me with warmth and kindness. Because of
your support, what began as a scary adventure turned into the most meaningful chapter of my life.

Working as an English teacher at Nakajima Junior High School, Yoshikogawa Elementary School, Nametsu Elementary School, the
kindergarten, and running the eikaiwa classes in the evenings has been a privilege. Each day, | was greeted by cheerful students, helpful
teachers, and an incredible sense of community. [ ve learned so much, not just about teaching and language, but about what it means
to be part of a village that truly cares for one another.

Outside of school, | was lucky to take part in village life. | joined the sports festival and even had the chance to play taiko at the Obon
festival, experiences | will never forget. These moments helped me feel connected, not just as a visitor, but as part of the community.

During my time here, | also travelled across all 47 prefectures of Japan. Yet no matter where | went, Nakajima always felt like home.
| will never forget the peaceful rice fields, the seasonal beauty, and the smiling faces that made every day special.

Soon, | will move to Tokyo to start a new job and begin the next chapter of my life. But Nakajima will always be my second home,
and | will definitely visit again someday.

To the teachers and staff at my schools, the Board of Education, the town hall, the mayor, and everyone who helped me along the
way, thank you from the bottom of my heart.

With deep gratitude,

Nick
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